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To evaluate the contribution of Folia Set in inducing good fruit set in prunes,
when applied as a foliar feed.
Gerdus Heyns
1. INTRODUCTION
Environmental stress, lack of energy and nutrient deﬁciencies, are major role players in determining a
good fruit set in fruit trees. The process of fruit set in plants is a complicated and multidimensional
phenomenon. In control of this process is genetic and environmental factors. In this context, the
inﬂuence of nutrition must not be underestimated. Generally stated, the inorganic nutritional needs of
most crops are these sixteen elements: C (Carbon), H (Hydrogen), O (Oxygen), N (Nitrogen),
P (Phosphorus), K (Potassium), Ca (Calcium), Mg (Magnesium), S (Sulphur), Fe (Iron), Cu (Copper),
Mn (Manganese), B (Boron), Zn (Zinc), Mo (Molybdenum), Cl (Chlorine). All of these elements can be
said to effect fruit set in one way or another, because by deﬁnition of essentiality, the plant cannot
complete its life cycle, which would include fruit set, in the absence of any one of these elements.
Folia Set is an especially designed foliar feed to aid in countering the crop limiting factors around bloom
and fruit set stages in Prunes. The product was applied in addition to standard fertilizer program to
determine if it can contribute to a better fruit set after bloom.
2. WHAT WERE THE TREATMENTS?
Demonstration trials were conducted in the Breede Rivier Valley, near Rawsonville, Western Cape. Folia
Set was added to a standard spray program at 5 L/ha and applied twice at 10 – 25 % bloom and 75%
bloom.
3. OBSERVATIONS AND RESULTS

Untreated control: A common sight in prunes is abscission of fruit and ﬂowers early on.

Treatment: Folia Set applied at 5 L/ha, twice during bloom, contributed to better ﬂower and fruit set.
4. SUMMARY
Folia Set made a positive impact in most applications on the amount of fruit that set in each ﬂower
cluster. The composition of essential micro nutrients, high (P) content for energy production and
seaweed extracts for systemic induced resistance, is ideal for application during the pre-bloom to fruit
set growth stages. Along with good crop management, foliar applications of Folia Set could proof a
valuable tool in the production of fruit.
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